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(54) Flexible coupling 

(57) A flexible coupling (12, 16) for transmitting 
torque from a drive shaft (10) to a driven shaft (18) is 
described. The coupling (12, 16) comprises a rotatable 
drive member (20) securable to the drive shatt (10); a 
rotatable driven member (22) securable to the driven 
shaft (18); a plurality of radial vanes (24) are provided 
on the drive member (20) which interdigitate with a plu- 
rality of radial vanes (26) on the driven member (22) and 



resiliency deformable elements (30, 32) are interposed 
between the interdigitating vanes (24, 26) to transmit 
torque there between. The resiliently deformable ele- 
ments (30,32) are detachably secured to only either the 
vanes (24) on the drive member or the vanes (26) on 
the driven member and are removeable in a radial di- 
rection without having to remove the drive or driven 
vanes from the coupling. 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates to a flexible coupling tor 
transmitting torque from a drive shaft to a driven shaft 
and which attenuates the transmission of noise and/or 
vibration by or through a drive member and a driven 
member. 

[0002] Flexible couplings are used where there is like- 
ly to be misalignment between coaxially aligned mem- 
bers of a power train, for example, between the engine 
and the propeller shaft of a ship. One form of known flex- 
ible coupling comprises a drive member and driven 
member which include inter-engaging means in the form 
of interdigitating radial vanes which are circumf erentially 
spaced to which flexible load transmitting elements are 
attached and interposed between corresponding vanes. 
The flexible load transmitting elements, which typically 
comprise pads made from a number of layers of resilient 
deformable material interposed by rigid spacer plates, 
transmit torque from the vanes of the drive member to 
the driven member. The pads, being resiliently deform- 
able, minimise any noise and/or vibration transmission 
by or through the coupling. Whilst the known coupling 
arrangements are found to work effectively the inventors 
have appreciated that they have certain limitations. 
[0003] For example, in the case of ships it is often the 
case that the power required in the reverse (astern) di- 
rection of rotation is less than that required when oper- 
ating in the forward (ahead) direction of rotation. For 
such applications a flexible coupling which was de- 
signed for equal power transmission in both directions 
of rotation would be over-engineered when the coupling 
operates in the astern sense and results in a coupling 
which is heavier than it need be. To overcome this prob- 
lem it has been proposed to design couplings on an 
asymmetric basis, that is the coupling has different prop- 
erties depending on the direction of rotation. For exam- 
ple, in one arrangement a larger number of pads is pro- 
vided for operation in the principal direction (ahead) of 
rotation and fewer in the reverse direction (astern). To 
ensure that the coupling is as small as possible the re- 
sultant gaps between the interdigitating vanes where 
pads have been removed are reduced by altering the 
circumferential spacing of the vanes. 
[0004] In an asymmetric coupling arrangement the 
way in which the pads are attached to the vanes de- 
pends on the direction of rotation. For example various 
techniques are known such as bonding or fitting the 
pads and spacer plates into slotted openings on the 
vanes. Typically the.slots are dovetailed and the sets of 
pads slid into place on the vanes. The dovetail joint ar- 
rangement is expensive and time consuming to ma- 
chine to close tolerances and requires considerable 
hand labour to obtain a proper fit. The inventors have 
appreciated that a particular disadvantage of this ar- 
rangement is that different vanes are required on the 
drive and driven members and these are particularly 
costly to manufacture. To improve the uniformity of com- 
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pressional loading over the pad surface the pads are 
wedge shaped (radially tapered) with a taper angle of 
between 8° and 11°, and are of greatest thickness at the 
circumference and least towards the axis of rotation. 

5 Such an arrangement ensures that the force per unit 
thickness of pad is substantially constant over the pad's 
surface area. A disadvantage of this arrangement is that 
when a new coupling is required which can transmit a 
different amount of torque, a new set of pads has to be 

10 designed. In particular, the angle of taper of the pads is 
altered in dependence on the diameter of the drive or 
driven members to maintain a constant circular pitch 
which ensures a constant pad pressure. Since the pads 
have to undergo rigorous testing which can take many 

is weeks (typically the pads are tested for 1 0 million cycles 
at a rate of rotation of a few hundred revolutions per 
minute), this significantly increases the cost of designing 
new couplings. 

[0005] The present invention arose in an endeavour 

20 to provide a flexible coupling which at least in part over- 
comes the limitations of the known arrangements. 
[0006] According to the present invention there is pro- 
vided a flexible coupling for transmitting torque from a 
drive shaft to a driven shaft, the coupling comprising: a 

2S rotatable drive member securable to the drive shaft; a 
rotatable driven member securable to the driven shaft; 
a plurality of radial vanes on the drive member which 
interdigitate with a plurality of radial vanes on the driven 
member and resiliently deformable elements interposed 

30 between the interdigitating vanes to transmit torque 
there between and characterised in that the resiliently 
deformable elements are detachably secured to only ei- 
ther the vanes on the drive member or the vanes on the 
driven member and are removeable in a radial direction 

35 without having to remove the drive or driven vanes from 
the coupling. 

[0007] Advantageously in its rest state none of the re- 
siliently deformable elements are in a state of compres- 
sion thereby enabling individual elements to be readily 

40 replaced whilst the coupling remains in situ. In contrast 
in the known couplings the resiliently deformable ele- 
ments (30, 32) are secured to both the drive and driven 
vanes and are in a state of pre-compression to eliminate 
the element being in a state of tension when the coupling 

45 operates in a reverse direction of rotation. Since the el- 
ements are precompressed this makes it difficult, if not 
impossible, to replace or service the elements without 
having to remove one or more vanes and in many cases 
without having to dismantle the entire coupling which re- 

so quires de-installation of the coupling. 

[0008] In a much preferred arrangement the resiliently 
deformable elements for one direction of rotation, most 
preferably the principal direction of rotation of the cou- 
pling, are restrained from moving in a radial and axial 

55 direction but are free to move in a circumferential direc- 
tion in relation to the corresponding vane to which it is 
not secured. 

[0009] In a particularly preferred embodiment of the 
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invention each vane has a substantially flat surface and 
an opposite surface having a channel formed therein, 
the vanes being arranged on the drive and driven mem- 
bers such that the channel in a vane on the drive mem- 
ber is used to detachably secure one face of the resil- 
iency deformable element and the opposite face of the 
resiliency deformable element engages in the channel 
on the adjacent vane on the driven member to restrain 
its movement in the axial and radial directions. 
[001 0] Advantageously the radial vanes are detacha- 
bly secured to the drive and driven members and are 
rempveable in a radial direction without having to dis- 
mantle the coupling thereby further facilitating servicing 
and maintenance of the coupling. 
[0011] Preferably the vanes on the drive and driven 
members are interchangeable and therefore the same 
vane can be used on both members of the coupling 
which significantly reduces the cost of the coupling. 
[0012] Most conveniently the vanes are radially ta- 
pered and the resiliently deformable elements have sub- 
stantially parallel faces. A particular advantage of using 
elements which have substantially parallel faces is that 
new couplings can be readily designed which utilise the 
same elements and thereby eliminate the need for ex- 
pensive testing. Furthermore, having parallel faces en- 
ables the elements to be easily removed and replaced. 
[0013] Advantageously the surface of the resiliently 
deformable elements in a circumferential plane of the 
respective rotatable member has a rounded perimeter. 
Due to the rounded shape of the resiliently deformable 
elements they are better able to more uniformly with- 
stand any shear component of force in the plane of the 
elements as a result of coaxial misalignment of the drive 
and driven members. In contrast the known couplings 
use square or rectangular deformable elements and are 
consequently better able to withstand shear forces 
which act in a direction between the corners of the ele- 
ment than those which act between the edges. 
[0014] Preferably the shape of the resiliently deform- 
able elements has a continuously curved shape and is 
advantageously substantially circular or substantially el- 
liptical in shape. It will be appreciated that elements 
which are substantially circular have uniform character- 
istics for ail directions of shear. 

[0015] Alternatively the shape of the resiliently de- 
formable elements is polygonal and the junction be- 
tween adjacent sides is curved, such as a square with 
rounded comers. 

[0016] Preferably the resiliently deformable elements 
are cylindrical. Although there will be a slight overload- 
ing of the element on the outermost edge such an ar- 
rangement enables the same elements to be used even 
when the size of coupling changes which eliminates the 
need for expensive testing of the elements. 
[0017] The resiliently deformable elements advanta- 
geously comprise a first set of elements which are com- 
pressed in a first direction of rotation and a second set 
of elements which are compressed in a second direction 



of rotation and wherein the vanes are equally spaced 
circumferentially on the drive and the driven members 
and there are unequal numbers of first and second re- 
siliently deformable elements. This is particularly advan- 
5 tageous since a replacement set of elements can be fit- 
ted prior to removing the worn ones. Furthermore, the . 
coupling can be readily adapted by adding or removing 
elements. This feature is considered inventive in its own 
right. 

10 [001 8] The resiliently deformable elements preferably 
comprise a plurality of resiliently deformable pads hav- 
ing rigid spacer plates interposed there between. 
[0019] According to a second aspect of the invention 
a flexible coupling for transmitting torque from a drive 

is shaft to a driven shaft, the coupling comprising: a rotat- 
able drive member securable to the drive shaft; a rotat- 
able driven member securable to the driven shaft; a plu- 
rality of radial vanes on the drive member which inter- 
digitate with a plurality of radial vanes on the driven 

20 member and first and second resiliently deformable el- 
ements interposed between the interdigitating vanes to 
transmit torque there between wherein the first deform- 
able elements are compressed in a first direction of ro- 
tation and the second deformable elements are com- 

25 pressed in a second direction of rotation characterised 
in that the vanes are equally spaced circumferentially 
on the drive and the driven members and there are un- 
equal numbers of first and second resiliently deformable 
elements. 

30 [0020] For a better understanding of the invention a 
flexible coupling in accordance with the invention will 
now be described by way of example only with reference 
to the accompanying drawings in which: 

35 Figure 1 is a part of a drive train incorporating two 
flexible couplings in accordance with the invention; 

Figure 2 is an isometric view of a flexible coupling 
in accordance with the invention with the drive 
40 member and the astern pads removed for clarity; 

Figure 3 is a portion of the flexible coupling of Figure 
2 as viewed in a radial direction showing the drive 
and driven members with inter-engaging vanes with 
45 sets of ahead and astern pads interposed in be- 
tween; 

Figure 4 is a cross-section through the coupling of 
Figure 3 in the direction 3-3 of Figure 3; 

50 

Figure 5 is an exploded isometric view of one of the 
vanes on the drive member showing the method of 
attachment of the ahead pad; 

55 Figure 6 is an isometric view of the vane of Figure 
5 with "the ahead pad secured to it; 

Figure 7 is a plan view of the vane of Figure 6 in the 
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direction B; 

Figure 8 is an exploded isometric view of one of the 
vanes on the drive member showing the method of 
attachment of the astern pad; 

Figure 9 is an isometric view of the vane of Figure 
8 with the astern pad secured to it; and 

Figure 10 is a plan view of the vane of Figure 9 in 
the direction C. 

[0021] Referring to Figure 1, there is shown a part of 
a power train which comprises a drive shaft 10 which is 
connected by a first flexible coupling 12 to an interme- 
diate shaft 14 (often termed a Cardan shaft) which, in 
turn, is connected to a second flexible coupling 16 and 
finally to a driven shaft 18 which could, for example, be 
the propeller shaft of a ship. The present invention con- 
cerns the construction of the flexible couplings 12 or 16 
which are both identical. Accordingly the construction of 
only the first coupling 1 2 will be described, though it will 
be appreciated that this applies equally to the second. 
[0022] The flexible coupling comprises a rotatable 
drive member 20, in the form of a circular plate, which 
is connected to the drive shaft 1 0, and a rotatable driven 
member 22, also in the form of a circular plate, which is 
connected to the driven shaft 18. The drive member 20 
and driven member 22 are coaxially aligned in a con- 
ventional manner and each includes ten forged steel 
vanes 24 and 26, respectively, which interdigitate with 
each other as is best illustrated in Figure 2. For clarity 
the drive member 20 and driven shaft 1 8 are removed 
in the Figure. Each of the vanes 24 and 26 is identical 
and is formed as a T-section with lateral flanges 24a, 
24b, 26a and 26b respectively to enable its attachment 
to the drive member 20 and driven member 22. Each 
vane 24 is securely fastened to the drive member 20 
using two locating dowels and six bolts 28, as will be 
apparent from Figures 5 and 8. Each of the vanes 26 is 
securely fastened to the driven member 22 in a like man- 
ner. Whilst the attachment of the vanes in this way is 
preferred, it will be appreciated that the vanes can be 
attached by other methods, such as welding or brazing, 
or integrally formed as part of the drive member 20 or 
driven member 22. 

[0023] Referring to Figure 4, it will be seen that each 
of the vanes 24 and 26 is radially tapered such that ad- 
jacent faces of inter-engaging vanes define a volume 
having parallel faces. Securely fastened to a first side 
of the vanes 24 are forward-driving, resiliently deform- 
able, load-transmitting elements 30. Securely fastened 
to the opposite side of the vane 24 are rearward-driving, 
resiliently deformable, load-transmitting elements 32. 
Each of the load-transmitting elements 30, 32 is made 
from moulded rubber with a number of integral rigid steel 
interleaves. The forward-driving elements 30 (hereinaf- 
ter referred to as "ahead pads", since they are operable 



under a compressive load in a forward, or ahead, direc- 
tion ol rotation) have ten rubber leaves and nine steel 
interleaves. The rearward-driving, load-transmitting el- 
ements 32 (hereinafter referred to as "astern pads", as 

5 they are operable under a compressive load in a rear- 
ward, or astern, direction of rotation) have two rubber 
leaves and one steel interleaf. The curved rubber sur- 
face of the pads 30, 32 is coated with neoprene to pro- 
tect the rubber from oil spray during operation of the cou- 

10 pling. 

[0024] In use, the ahead pads 30 bear on a first side 
of a corresponding vane 26 on the driven member so 
that torque is transmitted between the drive member 20 
and the driven member 26 in an ahead (forward) direc- 
ts tion of rotation. Alternatively, torque is transmitted be- 
tween the drive member 20 and driven member 22 in an 
astern (reverse) direction of rotation by the astern pads 
32 bearing on the opposite side of the vane 26 on the 
driven member 22. 
20 [0025] Both the ahead pads 30 and astern pads 32 
are substantially right circular cylinders in shape and are 
orientated so that torsional loads result in elastomeric 
compression of the pad. Any misalignment between the 
drive member 20 and driven member 22, both axial and 
25 radial, results in elastomeric shear of the pad. Since the 
pads have circular faces, as viewed in the axial plane, 
the pads can uniformly cope with elastomeric pad shear. 
In contrast, the known coupling arrangements which 
use square or rectangular pads are better able to with- 
30 stand shear when it runs in a direction between the cor- 
ners of the pad rather than between the sides. It will be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art that other shapes 
of pad can also be used, such as elliptical or other round- 
ed shapes. 

35 [0026] Referring to Figures 5, 6 and 7, there is shown 
the method by which the ahead pads 30 are secured to 
the vanes 24. It will be appreciated that each vane has 
a first face 34 which is substantially flat (see Figure 8) 
and an opposite face 36 which has a radially extending 

40 channel formed therein (see Figure 5). As described 
above, the vanes 24 and 26 are identical. 
[0027] Referring to Figure 5, each of the ahead pads 
30 has circular metal end plates 38, 40 attached to its 
outer surfaces when the pad is moulded. The end plate 

45 38 has machined on its outer surface a T-slotted plate 
42 as will be apparent from View A of Figure 5. To aid 
understanding the slotted plate 42 is illustrated as a sep- 
arate component to the end plate 38 in the exploded 
view of Figure 5. In practice, however, the T-slotted por- 

50 tion is machined as an integral part of the end plate 38. 
The T-slotted end plate 42 is configured to fit snugly into 
the channel 36. To secure the ahead pad to the vane 
24, a keep block 44 is firstly inserted into the channel 
36 and secured by means of three bolts 46. The keep 

55 block 44 has a rebated edge which corresponds and co- 
operates with the T-slotted end plate 42. The T-slotted 
plate 42 with the pad attached is slid into the channel 
36 such that it engages with the key formed by the keep 
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block 44. A keep plate 48 is then secured to the end of 
the vane 40 and includes a radially extending shoulder 
which engages with and co-operates with the opposite 
slot on the T-slotted plate 42 to securely hold the plate 
42 into tight engagement in the channel 36. The keep 
plate 4B is then secured to the vane by means of three 
bolts 50. The ahead pad 30 is thus rigidly and detacha- 
bly secured to the face 34 of the vane 24. 
[0028] The end plate 40 on the opposite face of the 
pad 30 has a plain square spigot 52 extending from its 
surface. As with the T-slotted plate 42 the spigot 52 is 
machined as an integral part of the end plate 40. The 
spigot 52 is dimensioned such that it can readily engage 
in the channel 36 of the adjacent vane as is best illus- 
trated in Figure 3. When the coupling is running in an 
ahead direction of rotation, the spigot 52 engages in the 
channel 36 of the adjacent vane 26. To prevent the spig- 
ot moving in a radial direction, a keep block and keep 
plate similar to those described above are bolted to the 
vane 26. It will be appreciated that the spigot 52 is not 
secured to the vane 26 and is free to slide in and out of 
the slot 36 in a circumferential direction . It is however 
restrained from moving in a radial and axial direction, 
which allows the transmission of only compressive 
loads through the ahead pads 30. Tensile loads are thus 
prevented in the ahead pads 30. A layer of "Tufnol" (a 
wear resistant fibre reinforced phenolic resin) is secured 
to the surfaces of the plate 42 and the spigot 52 to pre- 
vent metal-to-metal contact with the corresponding sur- 
faces of the vanes ("Tufnol" is a registered Trademark 
of Tufnol Ltd). It will be appreciated that since the ahead 
pad assembly 30 has parallel faces, the pads 30 can be 
readily inserted and/or replaced by removal of the keep 
plates 48. Furthermore, since the ahead pads 30 are 
secured only to the vane 24 and not to the vane 26, when 
the coupling operates in a reverse (astern) direction of 
rotation the pads 30 will not be under tension. As a result 
the pads 30 do not need to be in a state of pre-compres- 
sion when the coupling is in its rest state thereby ena- 
bling individual pads 30 to be replaced without requiring 
the removal of the vanes. It is thus possible to replace 
the pads whilst the coupling remains in situ. 
[0029] Referring to Figures 8, 9 and 10, the method 
by which the astern pad 32 is attached to the vane 24 
is illustrated. The astern pad 32 is secured to the flat 
face 34. The pad 32 has a plain circular end plate 54 on 
one surface and a square end plate 56 on the opposite 
surface. The circular end plate 54 has a Tufnol coating 
on its surface and, during reverse rotation of the cou- 
pling, this surface engages with the corresponding flat 
surface 34 ol the adjacent vane 26 on the driven mem- 
ber 22. The circular end plate 54 is not secured to the 
surface of the vane 26. The square end plate 56 is 
shaped to incorporate a keep plate which enables the 
pad 32 to be affixed to the vane 24 by means of two bolts 
58. To ensure the end plate is securely fastened to the 
flat surface 34 a keep block 60 is fastened over the end 
plate 56 using two bolts 62. The plain end plate 54 pro- 



vides a plain contact surface with the mating surface 34 
of the adjacent vane 26, which therefore allows some 
pad slippage (movement in a radial and axial direction) 
during operation, although the astern pad primarily 

5 transmits compressive loads. To prevent any wear as a 
result of astern pad slippage, a sheet of fibreglass is 
bonded to the face 34 of the corresponding vane 26. 
Although astern pad slippage will reduce the amount of 
torque the coupling can transmit in the astern direction, 

10 this is not a problem since operation in this direction is 
far more infrequent and is usually at much lower tor- 
ques. As with the ahead pads 30, the astern pads 32 
are secured only to the vane 24 and so are not under 
tension when the coupling operates in a forward (ahead) 

is direction of rotation. As a result no pre-compression of 
the pads 32 is necessary when the coupling is in its rest 
state which enables individual pads to be replaced with- 
out requiring removal of the vanes. 
[0030] It will be appreciated that since the vanes 24 

20 on the drive member and the vanes 26 on the driven 
member are identical, this substantially reduces the cost 
of manufacturing the coupling. It will be further appreci- 
ated that by providing a channel on one face of the vane 
and having a flat surface on the other, a simple and ef- 

25 fective way of securing the ahead and astern pads is 
provided. As it is often required to transmit much lower 
torques in one direction of rotation (usually the astern), 
often an order of magnitude lower, it is preferable to 
have only five astern pads as compared to ten ahead 

30 pads. Since the vanes 24 and 26 on the drive and driven 
members 20 and 22, respectively, are circumferentially 
equally spaced, gaps result. This arrangement is found 
to be particularly advantageous since a new set of 
astern pads can be fitted prior to the removal of the worn 

35 ones. Furthermore, the operating characteristics of the 
coupling can be readily altered by simply changing the 
number of pads. 

[0031] It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art 
that variations may be made to the embodiment de- 

40 scribed which are within the scope of the invention. For 
example the T-slotted plate 42, keep block 44 and keep 
plate 48 are shown as having right angled shoulders 
which cooperate with each other to secure the ahead 
pad 30 to the vane 24. In a preferred arrangement these 

45 cooperating shoulders are dovetailed which eliminates 
the need for such close tolerances in the machinery or 
fitting of these components. Accordingly, the invention 
should not be limited to the specific embodiment illus- 
trated in the accompanying drawings. 

so 

Claims 



55 



1. A flexible coupling (12) for transmitting torque from 
a drive shaft (10) to a driven shaft (1 8), the coupling 
comprising: a rotatable drive member (20) secura- 
ble to the drive shaft (10); a rotatable driven mem- 
ber (22) securable to the driven shaft (1 B); a plurality 
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of radial vanes (24) on the drive member (20) which 
interdigitate with a plurality of radial vanes (26) on 
the driven member (22) and resiliently deformable 
elements (30, 32) interposed between the interdig- 
itating vanes (24, 26) to transmit torque there be- 5 
tween; characterised in that the resiliently deform- 
able elements (30,32) are detachably secured to 
only either the vanes (24) on the drive member (20) 
or the vanes (26) on the driven member (22) and 
are removeable in a radial direction without having 10 
to remove the drive or driven vanes (24, 26) from 
the coupling. 

2. A flexible coupling according to Claim 1 and further 
characterised in that in its rest state none of the re- 15 
siliently deformable elements (30 : 32) are in a state 
of compression. 

3. A flexible coupling according to Claim 1 or Claim 2 
and further characterised in that the resiliently de- 20 
formable elements (30) for one direction of rotation 
are restrained from moving in a radial and axial di- 
rection but are free to move in a circumferential di- 
rection in relation to the corresponding vane (26) to 
which it is not secured. 25 

4. A flexible coupling according to Claim 3 and further 
characterised in that each vane (24, 26) has a sub- 
stantially flat surface (34) and an opposite surface 
having a channel (36) formed therein, the vanes . 30 
(24, 26) being arranged on the drive ( 1 B) and driven 
(22) members such that the channel (36) in a vane 
on the drive member (20) is used to detachably se- 
cure one face of the resiliently deformable element 
(30, 32) and the opposite face of the resiliently de- 35 
formable element engages in the channel (36) on 
the adjacent vane on the driven member (22) to re- 
strain its movement in the axial and radial direc- 
tions. 

40 

5. A flexible coupling according to any preceding claim 
and further characterised in that the radial vanes 
(24, 26) are detachably secured (28) to the drive 
(20) and driven (22) members and are removeable 
in a radial direction without having to dismantle the 45 
coupling. 



6. A flexible coupling according to any preceding claim 
and further characterised in that the vanes (24, 26) 
on the drive (20) and driven (22) members are in- 
terchangeable. 

7. A flexible coupling according to any preceding claim 
and further characterised in that the vanes (24, 26) 
are radially tapered and the resiliently deformable 
elements (30, 32) have substantially parallel faces. 

8. A flexible coupling according to any preceding claim 



and further characterised in that the surface of the 
resiliently deformable elements (30, 32) in a circum- 
ferential plane of the respective rotatable member 
has a rounded perimeter. 

9. A flexible coupling according to Claim 8 and further 
characterised in that the shape of the resiliently de- 
formable elements (30, 32) has a continuously 
curved shape. 

10. A flexible coupling according to Claim 8 or Claim 9 
and further characterised in that the resiliently de- 
formable elements (30, 32) are substantially circu- 
lar in shape. 

11. A flexible coupling according to Claim 8 or Claim 9 
and further characterised in that the resiliently de- 
formable elements (30, 32) are substantially ellipti- 
cal in shape. 

12. A flexible coupling according to Claim 8 and further 
characterised in that the shape of the resiliently de- 
formable elements (30,32) is polygonal and the 
junction between adjacent sides is curved. 

13. A flexible coupling according to any one of Claims 
8 to 12 and further characterised in that the resil- 
iently deformable elements (30, 32)are cylindrical. 

1 4. A flexible coupling according to any preceding claim 
and further characterised in that the resiliently de- 
formable elements (30 : 32) comprise a first set of 
elements (30) which are compressed in a first direc- 
tion of rotation and a second set of elements (32) 
which are compressed in a second direction of ro- 
tation and wherein the vanes (24, 26) are equally 
spaced circumferentially on the drive (20) and the 
driven (22) members and there are unequal num- 
bers of first (30) and second (32) resiliently deform- 
able elements. 

1 5. A flexible coupling according to any preceding claim 
and further characterised in that the resiliently de- 
formable elements (30, 32) comprise a plurality of 
resiliently deformable pads having rigid spacer 
plates interposed there between. 

16. A flexible coupling (12) for transmitting torque from 
a drive shaft (10) to a driven shaft (18), the coupling 

so comprising: a rotatable drive member (20) secura- 
ble to the drive shaft (10); a rotatable driven mem- 
ber (22) securable to the driven shaft (18); a plurality 
of radial vanes (24) on the drive member (20) which 
interdigitate with a plurality of radial vanes (26) on 

55 the driven member (22) and first (30) and second 
(32) resiliently deformable elements interposed be- 
tween the interdigitating vanes (24, 26) to transmit 
torque there between wherein the first deformable 
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elements (30) are compressed in a first direction of . 
rotation and the second deformable elements (32) 
are compressed in a second direction of rotation; 
characterised in that the vanes (24, 26) are equally 
spaced circumferentially oh the drive (20) and the 5 
driven members (22) and there are unequal num- 
bers of first (30) and second (32) resiliently deform- 
able elements. 
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(54) Flexible coupling 

(57) A flexible coupling (12, 16) for transmitting 
torque from a drive shaft (10) to a driven shaft (18) is 
described. The coupling (12, 16) comprises a rotatable 
drive member (20) securable to the drive shaft (10); a 
rotatable driven member (22) securable to the driven 
shaft (18); a plurality of radial vanes (24) are provided 
on the drive member (20) which interdigitate with a plu- 
rality of radial vanes (26) on the driven member (22) and 



resiliency deformable elements (30, 32) are interposed 
between the interdigitating vanes (24, 26) to transmit 
torque there between. The resiliently deformable ele- 
ments (30,32) are detachably secured to only either the 
vanes (24) on the drive member or the vanes (26) on 
the driven member and are removeable in a radial di- 
rection without having to remove the drive or driven 
vanes from the coupling. 
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